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Salmonella carriers are uncommon in 
the Swedish horse population 

Susanna Sternberg Lewerin

Conclusion

Salmonella couldnot be detectedin anyof  thehorses 

sampled, indicating that salmonella is not a common 

part of  the intestinal flora of  Swedish horses and that 

salmonella carriers may be rare.

Background
Salmonella is rarely detected in Swedish horses, but 

sporadic cases have occurred every year. In some areas 

of  the world, salmonella is a common part of  the 

equine intestinal flora. To evaluate if  this may be the 

case in Sweden, a pilot study was conducted on horses 

submitted for necropsy. 

Materials and methods
Study population: horses necropsiedin the National 

Veterinary Institute (SVA) and the University of  

Agricultural Sciences (SLU) 2001-2009. 

Inclusion criteria: horses with no recent history of  

intestinal illness. 

No. of  horses sampled: 79 

Samples:intestinal wall, intestinal content, intestinal 

lymph nodes

Analysis: salmonella culture

Data requested: age, breed, sex, antibiotic treatment, 

major use, kept in other country?

Results

The age of  the animals ranged between 0 and 11 years, 

with 29>10 years of  age and 5<2 years old. About half  

of  the horses were male and half  female. The breeds 

varied, 31animals were of  breeds commonly used for 

racing and 30 were of  breeds commonly used for 

riding. Information about previous antibiotic treatment, 

use of  the horse and whether the horse had been 

outside Sweden was not available for the majority of  

the horses. 

Salmonella could not be isolated from any of  the 

horses. 
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